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Dear Friends,

This past session was a long and challenging one, filled
with successes and disappointments. This newsletter high-
lights some of the things accomplished by the 2003 Legisla-
ture.

First, we want you to know that one of the most impor-
tant principles guiding each of us this year reflects what
many of you have told us: NO NEW TAXES!

We entered the 2003 session with a record $2.6 billion
budget deficit, caused by years of irresponsible and unsus-
tainable budgeting coupled with a struggling economy.
Plugging that hole without raising taxes proved to be diffi-
cult, but not impossible!

In the Senate, Republican budget writers, led in part by
Ways & Means Vice-chair Sen. Zarelli, worked with commit-
tee chairs to identify areas where budgets could be trimmed
to fund the greatest number of priorities within limited
revenue (and without a general tax increase).  House Repub-
licans joined in to hold the line against several tax increases
proposed by their Democrat counterparts.  The result was a
budget solution that avoided draconian cuts in vital social
services while realigning the state’s spending priorities.

The second guiding principle we followed is reflected in
these simple questions we used to gauge the importance of
legislation: “Does this bill move the economy forward – or
does it move it backward?  Does it save the state money – or
does it cost the state money?  Will this measure help busi-
nesses create jobs – or prevent job growth in our state?”

At each decision point, we remembered how these two
principles shone through in the many letters, phone calls, e-
mails and faxes we received from 18th District residents.
Your participation and encouragement consistently let us
know we were on the right track!  We greatly appreciate
your involvement and sincerely thank you for your input.

In your service,

Sen. Joseph Zarelli Rep. Tom Mielke Rep. Ed Orcutt
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Leaner state budget

protects critical

services without

new taxes

This year the Legislature was required to
write a new state operating budget, to pay for
things like education and social and health
services in 2003-05. The cost of automatically
maintaining the range and level of public ser-
vices available would have left the state $2.7
billion short. We had two choices: raise taxes or
reduce services to an affordable level. We
ultimately agreed on a budget balanced without
a tax increase.

The compromise budget allocates a little more
than $23 billion for state government operations in
2003-05. That’s just 2 percent larger than the
2001-03 budget – the smallest growth from one
budget to the next in at least 40 years in our state.

Besides holding the line on taxes, the budget
that took effect July 1 focuses on priorities. It
protected health coverage for 100,000 low-income
families, which is 40,000 more families than the
governor’s proposed budget would have covered.
The budget avoided drastic cuts in services for
developmentally disabled and troubled children. It
protects health care services for children living at
up to 250 percent of the federal poverty level, and
provides a 75-cent-per-hour pay raise for home
health care workers.

It’s probably the most responsible budget
we’ve seen in years. Does it do everything we
wanted? Absolutely not. But it is a good-faith step
forward in addressing the concerns of our citi-
zens. Economic conditions have forced families
and employers across Washington to focus on the
essentials and tighten their belts. Now govern-
ment will do the same.
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News from Sen. Zarelli

“Felony Murder Fix” puts

violent criminals behind bars

 Last year, the State Supreme Court overstepped its
bounds by ruling that the crime of “assault” could not be
used as a precursor to a “felony murder” charge.  This
injustice could set several murderers in this state free -
most of them baby killers - and make it extremely diffi-
cult for prosecutors to put away certain violent criminals.

 As a result, I sponsored SB 5001 to specifically
clarify the existing statute and ensure these killers
remained behind bars.  It quickly passed the Legislature
and became the very first bill to be signed by the Gover-
nor this year.  While the State Supreme Court chose not
to follow the exact intent of the Legislature, my bill
ensures that future deadly assaults will result in felony
murder convictions; it gives prosecutors the needed legal
language to put violent criminals behind bars!

Construction budget saves

Parks and creates jobs!

As chairman of the Senate Capital Budget Commit-
tee, I was tasked with writing our state’s “construction”
budget. The $2.57 billion capital budget is expected to
create 13,400 construction related jobs over the next 24
months and 11,000 such jobs in the following two years.
Rep. Orcutt, who serves on the House Capital Budget,
also had an important role in its passage. Budget high-
lights include:

1. School safety money for mapping school buildings
so that “first responders” such as police and
firefighters will know the layout of our schools;

2. Increased funding for the Housing Trust Fund and
affordable housing;

3. $10 million for a new, state-of-the-art crime lab in
Vancouver;

4. Increased funding for the Salmon Creek Park and
the Cottonwood Beach Regional Park;

5. Continued financial support for the Columbia River
Dredging project;

6. Continued funding for our state parks; not one state
park will close this year because of a lack of funds!

7. $350 million for construction of 876 high-security
prison beds at Walla Walla prison.

Sen. Joe Zarelli

Committees:

Capital Budget, Chair
Ways & Means, Vice-chair
Economic Development, Vice-chair
Education, Vice-chair
Financial Services, Insurance & Housing
Rules

Olympia office:

203 Irving R. Newhouse Building
P.O. Box 40418
Olympia, WA 98504-0418
360-786-7634

E-mail: zarelli_jo@leg.wa.gov

Web page:

http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/members/senmem18.htm

Sen. Zarelli signs a banner and a Senate
Resolution in support of our troops.

“Semiconductor” bill means

jobs for Camas/Washougal

One of my most exciting achievements in my years as
your state Senator took place when the Governor signed
my “semiconductor” bill, SB 5725. I thank Reps. Mielke
and Orcutt for helping pass this measure in the House.

  This legislation authorizes tax incentives for the
semiconductor industry, allowing WaferTech to build a
$3.5 billion plant in Clark County.  More than ever,
Southwest Washington needs the jobs and stability that
a prominent company like WaferTech can bring.  My
legislation creates a suitable business atmosphere so
WaferTech can expand here rather than going else-
where.  As a result, Washington will see $250 million
in new revenue while protecting 3,000 jobs statewide,
each paying more than $50,000 per year!



News from Rep. Mielke

Each legislative session has its share of successes and
disappointments. The 2003 session was no different. Our
greatest success this year was to pass a balanced budget
that funds essential services without increasing taxes.

Mielke bills

Other successes included two bills I prime sponsored
that were adopted by the Legislature and signed into law:

• Juvenile driving privileges (HB 1416) – Under
current law, if you are convicted of driving under the
influence, you could lose your license for a year.
Juveniles, however, who are caught with alcohol,
even though they weren’t driving, could lose their
license for two years for every violation. In some
instances, they might not be able to get their driving
privileges back until they are 25. This bill says that a
juvenile’s period of revocation shall not extend
beyond his/her 21st birthday.

• Commercial drivers physical exams (HB 1597) –
Eliminates the restriction that truck drivers cannot
obtain or renew their commercial driver’s license
without showing proof of a physical exam. Drivers
still must have a copy of a medical examiner’s
certificate stating their fitness to drive before being
allowed to operate a commercial motor vehicle. This
will allow out-of-work drivers to renew their licenses
without having the immediate expense of paying for a
physical exam.

Protecting children

from porn

I’ve been very concerned about the reluctance of
libraries to place Internet filters on public computers to
protect children from pornography. For several years, I’ve
sponsored a bill that would allow local library boards to be
elected so that they are accountable to the voters – and so
that we could get these protections in place. Although the
bill has not advanced, the federal government has now
stepped in with a law that withholds federal money from
libraries that do not equip their public-access computers
with filters blocking pornography.

Local libraries will need to make the decision to add
the filters or lose federal funding. Our libraries need to be
a safe place for our children to read and learn. It’s my hope
that this federal decision will prompt our local libraries to
do the right thing and add the filters for the protection of
our children.

The unnecessary I-5 HOV

lane: The battle continues

Nearly $50 million was spent to widen I-5 to six lanes
to cut congestion in Vancouver. However, not long after-
ward, one of the southbound lanes was designated HOV. So
instead of getting the additional lane for congestion relief, it
cost taxpayers $50 million for only the use of a few cars on
this lane. And the congestion continues.

It’s what I call “political gridlocking.” In simplified
terms, light-rail advocates want to make congestion in this
corridor so bad, eventually people will give up and turn our
local land-use authority over to Portland. Portland would
eventually have taxing authority, including for replacement
of the I-5 Columbia River bridge to make it compatible for
light rail. Bottom line – you pay big!

Wouldn’t it be more simple and make more sense just
to reopen those six lanes for all traffic and relieve the traffic
congestion now? Do we really want to give up our voices to
Portland?

This is a battle I will continue to fight and will continue
to keep you informed.

Rep. Tom Mielke

Committees:

Criminal Justice & Corrections
(Ranking Republican)

Local Government
Transportation

Olympia office:

418 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
360-786-7850

District office:

1311 SE Grace Ave.,
Suite 203
Battle Ground, WA 98604
360-576-6054

E-mail:

mielke_th@leg.wa.gov

Web page:

http://hrc.leg.wa.gov/
members/mielke.htm
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Rep. Tom Mielke speaks with C-Tran Public
Affairs Director Scott Patterson following a
progress report on the 199th Street culvert
project in Battle Ground.



News from Rep. Orcutt

Reducing the cost

of government

Eliminating government paperwork frees up time and
money that can be put toward serving more citizens. I
introduced House Bill 1561 to eliminate a number of
reports the Department of Social and Health Services
was required to publish. The House and Senate gave it
overwhelming approval. The information that would have
been collected for the 15 reports affected will still be
available – it just won’t be automatically printed and
distributed.

Also, I was disappointed that a citizens’ commission
decided to give legislators a 2 percent salary increase
next year. After their decision I introduced a measure to
give the Legislature authority to formally reject similar
pay-increase decisions in the future. However, the 2003
session ended before we could consider the bill.

Watching out for

property owners

I’m pleased to report the passage of House Bill 1095,
which will give the many small timber landowners in our
district some relief from the state’s Forest and Fish Act.
The act required those landowners to develop a “road
maintenance and abandonment plan,” which would have
forced landowners to prepare a costly report – even if
they were not using their roads. The cost and complexity
of complying could have forced many landowners to
convert their property to non-timber uses. HB 1095
clarifies the definitions of forest roads and forestland.
Now, small forest landowners (those who harvest less
than 2 million board feet of timber per year) need not
develop an RMAP until they plan to harvest their timber.
I believe it will help small forest landowners to continue
growing trees – and protecting the environment.

Also, I proposed an amendment to the 2003-05
capital budget to make absolutely sure our small forest
landowners who harvested timber are properly compen-
sated for leaving trees as a buffer to protect salmon
habitat. I wanted to uphold a commitment the Legisla-
ture made to these landowners when the Forests and
Fish Act was adopted in 1999. My amendment was
turned down, but the chairman of the House Capital
Budget Committee promised in front of the entire House
that my concern would be taken care of “at another time
and another place.”

Rep. Ed Orcutt

Committees:

Agriculture & Natural Resources
Capital Budget
Finance

Olympia office (for mail):

415 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, Wash. 98504-0600
360-786-7812

District office (no mail service):

262 N. First Street, Suite 3
Kalama, WA 98625
360-673-4978

Hours — 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., M-Th

E-mail: orcutt_ed@leg.wa.gov

Web page: http://hrc.leg.wa.gov/members/orcutt.htm
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Rep. Orcutt discusses support for education with
HeadStart advocates from Cowlitz County.

Defending tax exemptions

for seniors

Seniors and physically disabled people should
not lose their property tax exemption because cost-
of-living increases bump their disposable income just
over the income and property value standards. I
introduced legislation (House Bill 1343) to require
regular adjustments for inflation, and consider
medical costs when figuring disposable income.
Although my bill did not gain committee support, I
will continue to pursue this much-needed relief.
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Progress toward a better

business ‘climate’

The number of jobs that have disappeared from our
state in the past few years is about equal to the popula-
tion of Vancouver! That’s why creating jobs – and pre-
serving the jobs we still have – is one of our top priorities
for the 2003-05 legislative term.

To help in that effort, we passed legislation to reduce
the cost of doing business in Washington and make our
state more attractive to employers looking to expand.

Bringing fairness to workers’ compensation: Senate
Bill 5271 will preserve medical benefits for injured
workers, but could save up to $200 million over the next
two years alone, by reducing the number of hearing-loss
claims being improperly charged to employers.

Overhauling the unemployment insurance (UI)
system: Washington has the third-highest unemployment
insurance cost in the nation. Many employers look at this
cost when deciding whether to set up business in our
state. Without reforms, we simply can’t compete. For
example, unemployment taxes cost Boeing $772 per
worker per year. Compare that to California, which is
$394 less. Our state’s high-cost unemployment insurance
system is a huge barrier that must be overcome if Wash-
ington is to remain a competitive place to do business
and create jobs. We adopted legislation to reduce these
costs and protect jobs in Washington.

Working to land Boeing’s

7E7 jetliner project

Our state needs every job it can get, which is just
one of the reasons we want to see Washington win
the national competition to become home to Boeing’s
new 7E7 “Dreamliner” aircraft project.

 We supported a package of significant tax
incentives for Boeing (House Bill 2294), which will
take effect only if the 7E7 work comes to Washing-
ton. However, we want to see other employers receive
the same tax relief. Rep. Orcutt offered amendments
to extend tax incentives to all employers, but a
majority did not support them.

If we’re going to give tax incentives to Boeing,
we should be prepared to offer tax incentives to all
employers, not only to attract new business to our
state, but also to keep the employers and jobs we
already have. We should be ready next year to help
all employers with the same kind of relief next year.

More funding for key

education needs

Teachers in Washington are paid based on a salary
schedule set by the state. Education organizations have
told us often the wages for beginning teachers were too
low to attract people to the teaching profession, and
that many young teachers are leaving the classroom
early in their careers in favor of jobs that pay better.

To help balance the state’s operating budget, the
governor suggested suspending the pay raises for
teachers authorized by Initiative 732 – raises above
and beyond the regular “step” increases available to
teachers. However, the budget we adopted took the
education community’s concerns into account and
provided money to boost salaries for teachers with
seven or fewer years’ experience.

Under the new budget, by the end of next year, the
average annual salary for a teacher in Washington will
be nearly $46,000 – and every teacher will make at
least $30,000 per year.

The budget also includes $30 million more for
class-size reductions (Initiative 728) than the governor
requested. The per-pupil grant will equal $254 per
student, compared to the $212 proposed by Gov. Locke.

Preserving public safety

Keeping sex offenders from being

housed in neighborhoods

State law says that sex offenders who have com-
pleted the treatment program at the Special Commit-
ment Center on McNeil Island may be released to
community-based housing. When we heard that the
Department of Corrections (DOC) was looking at
placing these sex offenders in our local neighborhoods
where families and children would be at risk, we put
the brakes on that real fast. Instead, we convinced
DOC to look at better alternatives, such as industrial
sites, for transitional housing.

Vancouver to get new crime lab

At one time, we thought we might lose the Wash-
ington State Patrol crime lab in Kelso. Instead, we
were able to secure $10 million for a new state-of-the-
art crime lab in Vancouver. This will help in the investi-
gations of crimes in Southwest Washington and
throughout the state.
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Working together for you

There’s an old saying about the sum of something
being greater than the individual parts, and this year
gave us several opportunities to show again how one
legislative team is greater than three legislators individu-
ally. By coordinating our efforts, we were able to speak
with one voice on issues that are vital to our district and
use our committee positions and years of experience in
Olympia to push for solutions. This cooperation was
instrumental in obtaining passage of the WaferTech bill,
approving money for public facilities (like a new WSP
crime lab) and making sure transportation projects came
to Clark and Cowlitz counties, not just to the Seattle
area. Pooling our resources to produce this report is just
another way of working together efficiently.

While the 2003 session produced some significant
accomplishments, the 2004 session isn’t far off – and
with it will come another round of budget and policy
challenges. You can count on us to work as a team once
again to represent your interests, and those of your
neighbors across the 18th District, in the coming year.

Seniors –

join us Sept. 27 to talk

about new prescription

drug programs

After years of work and debating numerous
proposals in both the House and Senate, the
Legislature agreed on prescription-drug legisla-
tion this year. The bill creates a list of “pre-
ferred drugs” and is supposed to lead to price
discounts for qualified people who are 50 or
older and do not have prescription drug cover-
age otherwise.

Seniors in our communities are invited to
informational meetings Sept. 27 to learn about
obtaining medications at reduced cost through
pharmaceutical company programs. We’ll be
there to answer questions, as will representa-
tives from the pharmaceutical companies
involved.

10 a.m. – noon

Washougal Community Room
1701 C Street

1:30 – 4 p.m.

Battle Ground Senior Citizens Center
116 Northeast Third Avenue

Toll-free Legislative Hotline:

1-800-562-6000

Legislative Information

on the Internet:

www.leg.wa.gov

State Government

on the Internet:

www.access.wa.gov
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